CASINO NIGHT:

General Information and Commonly Asked Questions

About Casino Night – General Information
Casino Night will begin at 8pm in the Archie Griffin Grand Ballroom in the Ohio Union. It is a black tie event, featuring a variety of casino style games, such as blackjack, roulette, and craps. The estimated 900 guests will play these casino-style games with a set amount of fake money and use their “winnings” to buy raffle tickets to try to win any of number of prizes raffled off at the conclusion of the night. This style of game play means no money exchanges hands, and actually “winning” at the tables comes second to enjoying a night of friends and entertainment. Ohio State Head Football Coach Jim Tressel, also a member of Alpha Tau Omega, will speak on behalf of his family's fund, and the event in general. Coach Tressel has also allotted a significant amount of time dedicated to pictures and handshakes, as well as simply spending time at the tables with Ohio State students, alumni and friends. Also, brother Francis Larkin, who over the past two years has been diagnosed and battled cancer, will speak from the perspective of a cancer survivor as well as a past volunteer at the event. 
About Alpha Tau Omega – General Information
Alpha Tau Omega is a nationally recognized fraternity for its leadership, brotherhood, and service. Specifically here at The Ohio State University, the Beta Omega chapter excels in academics, athletics, and community involvement. We feature individuals involved in a variety of student organizations, and also are seeking ways to improve campus, and the city of Columbus. With 65 active members, we have fostered a brotherhood focused on helping others, rather than improving personal status. Since being rechartered in 2005, we have continued to be a prominent member of the Greek community and demonstrate the value in brotherhood and service. The men of Alpha Tau Omega are committed to giving back to the community, and Casino Night is our finest testament to this.

Where will the money raised go?

After covering the necessary expenses, the money raised for Casino Night will benefit the James Cancer Center through the Tressel Family Fund for Cancer Prevention Research. Coach Tressel and his family have teamed up with Ohio State’s Comprehensive Cancer Center, Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute, to prevent cancer through research and education. The Tressel Family Fund represents Coach Tressel’s dedication to family, health and wellness and demonstrates his support of the mission of the James Cancer Center. The purpose of the fund is to further cancer research, treatment and prevention of all forms of cancer. The James Center itself is one of the nation's premier cancer centers for the prevention, detection and treatment of cancer. Most recently, the National Cancer Institute (NCI) awarded the Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center the highest possible rating – “exceptional” – after completing its review of the University’s cancer program. The NCI reviews each of its 66 members every three to five years. It is the government’s principle agency for cancer research and provides those who qualify with substantial financial support from NCI grants. Casino Night is proud to benefit the one of the nation’s finest cancer centers through the Tressel Family Fund for Cancer Prevention Research.

How much money was raised in the past?

This is the 7th Annual Alpha Tau Omega Casino Night, where our donation to Coach Tressel's foundation has increased substantially every year. Last year we donated approximately $17,400, putting our cumulative donation over $40,000. 
The rapid expansion this event sees every year has given us reason to believe that we will donate more than $25,000 this year alone. Higher costs for more casino game equipment increased the expenses for this year’s event; however, outside help from the Coke beverage donation program, the resource center and marketing aid have decreased costs in other areas. Also, more emphasis on marketing to a wider population has raised more awareness for the event, and a continued popularity among those in attendance has helped make Casino Night one of the most prominent and highly attended Greek events each year. With this in mind, we believe our tickets sales will dramatically increase especially from fraternity and residence hall students. 
Have you received USG Funding in the Past?

Last year, the event did not receive USG funding; however, in 2009, Casino Night was granted $1,000 in financial aid in order to help cover the costs of the venue. The event was held at the Fawcett Center in 2009, and with the opening of the Ohio Union last spring, Casino Night was moved to be in closer proximity to students. This year, with the event being held on campus and with an increased marketing scheme, we believe Casino Night is now, more than ever, beneficial to the undergraduate student population and would be a great addition to the list of events sponsored by the Undergraduate Student Government.
How the event will be marketed?
We have invited every member of PHA, IFC, NPHC, and MCGC. By the time the event occurs, we will have made over 40 individual appearances at student organization meetings to invite participants to our event. We are planning to include the event in the Student Organization Insider and Buckeye Net News. Fliers will be printed and distributed along the University Flier route and displayed on the Ohio Union screens. Currently, more than 500 request letters have been distributed among Ohio State faculty/staff, students and alumni in order to promote Casino Night and obtain financial assistance. More than 200 local and greater Columbus area businesses have been petitioned, and an overwhelming response has brought in prize and monetary donations. Finally, Casino Night will be hosting event tables two weeks prior to the event in the Ohio Union and in the Wexner Center Plaza in order to sell tickets and raise awareness.
Who can attend the event?
Everyone. We encourage students to attend by offering 60% off the adult rate – charging $20 for students and $50 for adults. Additionally, we encourage residence halls and student organizations to attend by offering a discount on bulk ticket purchases. This bulk discount program encourages groups to come out together which will further foster community at Ohio State. Student organizations receive up to a 10% discount simply for bring out 20 people to the event, and residence halls receive a 50% discount on all tickets purchased through the hall council. Student and organizational discounts have been made in hopes of increasing Ohio State student attendance. These discounts began when the event received funding from on-campus sources, and the support by Ohio State University allows these discounts to continue.

Who has attended in the past?

In years past, attendance by Ohio State students has grown tremendously. This great increase in attendance can be attributed to several changes in event planning that have occurred over the past few years. Moving the event to an on-campus venue has encouraged more students to attend simply due to the accessibility of the venue. Since 2009, Casino Night has been held on Ohio State’s Campus, and due to its success, we hope to continue hosting the event near campus. Last year, more than 350 of the 592 guests in attendance were undergraduate students, and 196 of these students were members of a sorority. 

This last figure demonstrates how our current marketing program, which targets ALL student organizations instead of just the sorority population as it has in year’s past, will dramatically increase our attendance for the event in 2011. We expect more than 600 undergraduate student will be in attendance this year, which we have estimated from organization feedback, facebook attendance and attendance numbers from previous years, for a total attendance of around 900 guests. Over the years, Casino Night has offered a sober evening of friends and family to more than 800 Ohio State undergraduate students!
Are there any other important details about the event and your student organization?

Casino Night provides an opportunity to socialize with friends in a sober setting. We hope that the event can serve as inspiration to other organizations as this is the 7th year of the event and already one of the largest on campus. 

We hope to use this event as a re-branding of Greek Life. Unfortunately, most people have a preconceived notion that Greek Life revolves around alcohol and parties. Casino Night offers an excellent example of a spectacular event put on by a Greek organization that does not include alcohol. We hope that people will remember this event and reconsider how exactly they perceive Greek Life. Through this reconsideration, we hope that more students will be enticed to join Greek Life as they begin to better understand that Greek Life extends beyond social opportunities. 
Whether the student chooses to be independent, join Alpha Tau Omega, another Fraternity/Sorority, or is already a part of another Greek Organization, we see Casino Night as a means to get involved on Ohio State's campus. The blend of organizations that will attend this event represent the tremendous amount of good that can be created through the collaboration of dozens of Ohio State student organizations. This event offers an opportunity to participate in a fun, sober, evening in the battle against cancer. The educational benefits include cancer awareness and prevention. Participants will have the opportunity to meet Head Football Coach Jim Tressel and some of the football team. Additionally, a sense of community is created through this event by having around 1,000 participants in one of Ohio State's grandest venues, the Archie Griffin Grand Ballroom. Participants will be able to pride themselves on having spent an evening with friends while donating money to fight cancer.

